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(b) In the discussion of preparation of R ,SiH,. 1 compounds, the one method for 
which detailed instructions (again with a detailed diagram of the apparatus) are 
given involves the reaction of HzSiC12 and MezZn, which no-one would dream of 
using these days. 

(c) For the preparation of organosilicon pseudohalides, the preferred procedure is 
said to be that involving the reactions of organosilicon chlorides with alkali metal 
pseudohalides in a fused salt mixture, and again a detailed sketch of the apparatus 
is given. I doubt whether anyone other than the originator of this method has ever 
used it. 

(d) In the discussion of application of ESR spectroscopy to organosilicon 
compounds, the two examples considered both involve radical anions, [(Me,Si),- 
C=C=C=C(SiMe,),]f and [RzSi=SiR,]t. and there is no mention of simple 
silicon-centred radicals such as R,Si: 
(3) (a) (In the discussion of the transition state in S,2 hydrolysis of organic 
bromides). “It was supposed that the orbital of the free electron pair in the hydroxyl 

ion and the back-lap of the C-Br antibonding orbital might be overlapped. The 
HO-C bond could thus be formed before the C--Br bond was dissolved.” 

(b) “Dimethylmethylenesilane can be identified and preserved at - 196’ C. or 
collected from some reactive compounds.” 

(c) (In an outline of the preparation of organosilanols.) “The reaction medium 
may remain neutral or nearly neutral during the preparation, and the organosilanols 
may be separated immediately into a solvent phase.“; and (of organosilyl esters of 
inorganic acids) “They fume intensely in the open air and may be prepared in the 
absence of moisture.” (In each case may should be replaced by must.) 

(d) “Some organosilanediols are isomorphous. Bis(pentafluorophenyl)silanediol, 
for example, has melting points between 115 and 165 o C.” (The correct term is 
polymorphic.) 

(e) “The ability of an organosilicon atom to form a silicon-metal bond is 
differential.” 

(f) “Unlike inorganic monosilane SiH,, the hydroorganosilanes are all non-in- 
flammable in the open air.” (What is meant is that they do not ignite spontaneously 
in the air.) 

There are also numerous spelling and typographical errors. Among the many well 
known names incorrectly presented (with correct versions in parentheses) are: 
Amstage (Armitage), Aulett (Aylett). Brock (Brook). Equidie (Escudie), Fowlis 
(Fowles), Gasper (Gaspar), Gilmann (Gilman), Gragg (Cragg), Harrad (Harrod), 
Jaekson (Jackson), Lippert (Lappert). MacDiarmed (MacDiarmid), Mitehell and 
Mitshell (Mitchell), Pidcook (Pidcock), Rubotthm (Rubottom), Sheldric (Sheldrick). 
Shipperfield (Chipperfield), and Showen (Schowen). (I myself appear as Elaborn.) 
Where surnames are correct, the initials frequently are not. 

I have written at such length to demonstrate that this book should be kept out of 
the hands of anyone other than well-informed and discerning organosilicon chemists 
(who will not be misled, and who could find it a useful source of references). It 
would be especially harmful to students. particularly those embarking upon research 
in organosilicon chemistry. I regret having to criticize it so severely, because the 
author has previously served organosilicon chemists well in his work for the 
Houben-Weyl series. Moreover, his objective was a good one, and with a little help 
from specialists, he could have produced a useful monograph: given some guidance 




